Smads as transcriptional co-modulators.
The Smad signalling pathway is critical for transmitting transforming growth factor-beta (TGF-beta) superfamily signals from the cell surface to the nucleus. In the nucleus, Smads regulate transcriptional responses by recruiting co-activators and co-repressors to a wide array of DNA-binding partners. Thus, Smads function as transcriptional co-modulators to regulate TGFbeta-dependent gene expression.